
MADAWASKA HIGHLANDER SHORT STORY CONTEST 2020

How to Enter - When to Enter - How it is Judged - How much you can Win

 � e Madawaska Short Story 
Contest is back by popular demand. 
What better way to spend long days at 
home than to take your imagination out 
for an adventure, back in time, or into the 
future? 

By Lois Thomson

Categories: 
Adult Fiction – one prize of $200
Adult Non-Fiction – one prize of $200

Judges:. Michael Joll, author and President of the Brampton Writers’ Guild . Kenneth Puddicombe, author . Garry Ferguson, writer and editor, former Mad-
awaska Highlander contributor . Diane Bickers, Stakeholder Relations, Ontario Shared Services at Ontario Ministry of Government and Consumer Services, 
writer and enthusiastic reader . Max Buxton, physician, writer

Entries:
•  No charge to enter . One entry per person . Enter any time between May 6, 2020 and September 18, 2020 . Stories must be primarily in English, 
short foreign phrases are allowed if they support the story . Stories must be original . Stories must not have been published in any format on any media 
up to and including November 25, 2020 when winners will be announced . 1200 words maximum not including the title . Do not put your name on your 
story or include any identifying information in the story itself . Story should only include the category, title, and word count . Open to the general public 
including volunteer (unpaid) Madawaska Highlander contributors . Youth entries must state the age they will be on the contest deadline date of September 
18, 2020 in their entry email, which must be less than 15 years old at the time . Youth 15 and under are eligible to enter either as youth, stating their age, 
or as an adult without stating their age, but not both . If the Madawaska Highlander can no longer publish a print edition because of declining advertising 
sales the contest will be cancelled as there will be no revenue to cover the prize money. 

Sending Stories:. Email your story as an attachment to info@reelimpact.tv . Include your name, address, email address, phone number, story title, and category in the 
body of the email . Do not put your name on your story or include any identifying information in the story itself. 

Judging:. A panel of volunteer judges, not connected to the current Madawaska Highlander, will score the entries based on a weighted scoring system. . Judges 
will not see authors’ names.  . An average of judges’ scores will become the entry’s � nal score. . Top-scoring � nalist stories will be printed in full, 
in random order and without author’s names, in the October-November special edition of the Madawaska Highlander that comes out on October 21 
and 22.  . Number of � nalists printed depends on space available in the 20-page Madawaska Highlander special edition. . � e Madawaska Highlander 
reserves the right to add images or illustrations to published entries to add interest. Entrants are encouraged to supply relevant original photos (not sourced 
from the Internet) to supplement their stories if published. � e judges will not see the photos when scoring. . People’s choice winners will be selected by 
the general public by emailing their choice to info@reelimpact.tv. People can vote only once for stories in each category and must include a name and 
address for every vote as well as one sentence about why they like the story. Story writers and people who know who wrote any story are not to vote. . 
Online voting will begin on October 21 and continue until November 13, 2020 at 5 pm . Winner names and story titles for each category will be printed 
in the winter edition of the Madawaska Highlander that comes out on November 25.  . Prizes will be mailed a� er November 25. 

Youth Fiction or Non-Fiction one prize of $50
People’s Choice Fiction or Non-Fiction – one prize of $50

 It’s time to get out your scribblers, 
pencils, laptops, or whatever you use to 
create, develop, hone, and polish your 
stories. Our readers are hungry for stories 
that will get them out of the house, too. 
(Literarily, if not literally.) 

 Do get started right away. It’s 
amazing how quickly time � ies, even 
when you are living in a “science � ction” 
lockdown. Get the kids involved. People 
with school-aged children will appreciate 
giving their children something they 

can do quietly by themselves. Please 
encourage your kids to enter the contest. 
We had no youth entries last year. Just 
one story would have won the $50 prize!  

Good luck and good writing! 


